Sugar House Transit Corridor

Alternatives Analysis

FINAL REPORT
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

fp

FEHR & PEERS ITK

TRANSPORTATION CONSULTANTS LTK Engineering Services Jll[y 2008



Sugar House Transit Corridor _
e e T B W I T R e T VI e L S T S [~

Sugar House Transit Corridor Alternatives Analysis
Executive Summary

Project Background

Salt Lake City and the City of South Salt Lake, in cooperation with Utah Transit Authority (UTA), are
considering extending a higher-frequency, higher-capacity transit service along an east-west corridor that
extends from the Central Pointe TRAX Station at approximately 200 West and 2100 South to approximately
1100 East, and between 1700 South and 2700 South. Through a joint selection by UTA and the cities, the
consultant firm of Fehr & Peers, along with LTK, was chosen to conduct the study. The study scope was
broad and considered many possible modes and alignments through a comprehensive alternatives analysis
process. Included among the alignments within the study area that were considered was an existing rail right-
of-way. UTA currently owns this rail right-of-way at approximately 2300 South. This rail corridor is no longer
actively used for freight and is considered for a potential fixed-guideway transit solution in this analysis.

Purpose and Need for the Project

The purpose established for this project includes: reducing automobile congestion on 2100 South, providing
multi-modal travel choices, providing access to a regional fixed guideway transit network, supporting
community and economic redevelopment, and the enhancement and support of community goals for growth
in the area. The project will increase mobility for shorter trips as well as provide a connection to the larger
regional transportation system. In addition, this project will preserve the cultural identity within the Sugar
House area of Salt Lake City and South Salt Lake. The project will enhance the unique community identity
with a transportation improvement that is pedestrian friendly and compatible with the traditional character of
the surrounding neighborhoods.

The need for this project is to increase local and regional mobility and reduce automobile congestion in the
corridor through the year 2030. The project will increase multi-modal trip options and reduce automobile
travel, thereby decreasing congestion and pollution.

In addition to the purpose and need, the local communities jointly agreed to the following outline of specific
characteristics of the selected transit technology including:

Slow speeds

Frequent stops

Accommodates an urban linear park (trail)
Safe and standardized pedestrian crossings
Broad local support

Varied funding options

Promotes transit to transit connections

Public Outreach

Almost one third of the effort in this study involved public outreach and education. Through a series of
community groups, one on one interviews, and visits with the public at large, the communities built their own
goals for the project, which the study team used to develop the criteria by which to evaluate a range of
alternatives.

f
UTA g MK e ervices EEHR & PEERS







